Mural Vision Statement:

A hospital is a place for healing. Images created to be part of that process give this mural project an intrinsic meaningfulness that most assignments cannot approach. This piece could serve to function as an icebreaker for troubled souls. Its lyrical playfulness should help put a patient’s (or a parent’s) mind at ease. Its bold exuberance might provide a helpful distraction or offer inspiration. A viewer may be drawn in to explore as deeply as their age, aptitude, and inclination permits/demands. In order for these things to be possible the piece must be accessible on many levels.

Before and above all else this piece must be playful and comforting (first do no harm). Beyond that, it should also be delightfully explosive - and engaging to parents and healthcare professionals as well. Where a young child might delight in the caricatures and the bold lyrical graphic, an adult or teen may be drawn to the subtle complexity, the skilled draughtsmanship, the nuance and metaphor. A successful composition must continue to appear fresh over time - think of music you love to hear repeatedly. Ideally, subsequent encounters with the imagery should reveal details that went previously unnoticed - one becomes attached to the characters depicted. We would miss them if they took a vacation from our walls.

Since this piece is to be in a place where physical therapy happens I imagine fanciful images of costumed animals engaged in dynamic animated movement - interacting and overlapping in a celebration of visual counterpoint. But there are many directions one might choose to take this.

On more than one occasion my wife Susan and I have found ourselves, in the middle of the night, with our daughter Phoebe at the New York Presbyterian Hospital emergency ward. These were frightening experiences that had very happy outcomes. A hospital is the last place any parent imagines himself wanting to be with his child. This is the sort of job that would satisfy a part of me that longs for meaningful work that serves a truly useful function. Hospitals are by necessity antiseptic environments, but they need not be cold. There should be a mural on every wall.

